72     INDUS ADMINISTRATION  AND SOCIAL WELFARE

It b unly iii comparatively recent year* that the educated clashes
have concerned themselves with the welfare of the masses of rural
India. Before that time it was left to Government departments,
but now many efforts for village improvement and "rural recon-
struction1, including the encouragement of village industries,
are being made by Indian and British workers, by Provincial
Governments and by unofficial voluntary organisations.

There is no lack of knowledge of die remedies for present ills.
They have been clearly stated in the very valuable surveys of die
Royal Commission on Agriculture (1928) and the Royal Com-
mission on Labour (1931), and in other more recent inquiries
such as that of Sir Robert McCarrison on nutrition. A compre-
hensive survey of the whole field of Public Health with a view to
post-war developments is being made by a new Government
Commission of 1943 s under die chairmanship of Sir Joseph Shore.

There are two major difficulties to be faced; the first is to
combat apathy, ignorance, and fatalism; the second is to finance
schemes of improvement. The Government of India has allotted
special funds for rural reconstruction, and since the Constitution
of 1935 came into force Indian ministers have set themselves to stir
up greater popular enthusiasm for the social services, and have
increased the grants for them. This policy is also being carried on
in the Provinces where, owing to the resignation of the Congress
ministries, democratic governments are no longer functioning.

The quickened conscience of our times -with regard to the
social and economic conditions under which the masses of the
people live has spread to India as to other countries of the world,
and it is now generally recognised that many reforms can only be
brought about by Indians themselves. To improve the weft-fating
of the masses will be the greatest task of the Indian governments
of the future.